
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 16 October 2012] 

 p6853b-6854a 
Hon Alison Xamon; Hon Helen Morton 

 [1] 

TOM BATEMAN WETLAND — NUTRIENT MONITORING 

5991. Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Mental Health representing the Minister for Environment 

(1) I refer to the Tom Bateman Wetland located within the Bannister Creek Catchment and current 
monitoring processes that are undertaken to identify total nitrogen and total phosphorous concentration. I also 
refer to the CSIRO’s recommendation to monitor nutrient speciation in effective best management practice 
evaluation, and I ask —  
(2) (1) What were the total costs associated with the construction of the Tom Bateman Wetland? 
(3) (2) Are there any ongoing costs associated with the maintenance of the Tom Bateman Wetland? 
(4) (3) If yes to (2), please specify these costs? 

(5) (4) Is the water entering the Tom Bateman Wetland undergoing monitoring of nutrient levels and 
speciation? 

(6) (5) Is the water exiting the Tom Bateman Wetland undergoing monitoring of nutrient levels and 
speciation? 

(a) (6) If yes to (4) and/or (5) —  
(b) (a) please specify the frequency of this monitoring; 
(c) (b) please table the most recent results; and 
(d) (c) if no to (6)(b), why not? 

(7) (7) If no to (4) and/or (5), what, if any, research is currently being undertaken to monitor the 
effectiveness of the Tom Bateman Wetland as a treatment facility of water flows? 

(8) (8) Please table the results from the last three years of any such monitoring. 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

(1)  I am advised that the construction of the Tom Bateman wetland, which is a City of Gosnells asset, was 
through an alliance with the Roe Highway Consortium. The consortium required clean fill for 
construction of the Roe Highway so they agreed to remove fill and create the wetland.  On this basis, it 
was an in-kind exchange of goods and services. 

(2)   Yes 

(3)   I am advised that the City of Gosnells has an annual maintenance budget of $28,000. The Swan River 
Trust is providing $18,181 in 2012 to the Banister Creek Catchment Group for weed control at the site.  

(4)   The City of Gosnells monitors nutrient levels and speciation at the inlet and outlet of the Tom Bateman 
Wetland, however the validity of the sampling process cannot be guaranteed. The Swan River Trust 
through the South East Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) recently commenced a sampling and 
monitoring program in the Bannister Creek Catchment which includes the inlet and outlet at Tom 
Batmen Wetland to monitor nutrients and speciation.  

(5)   Refer to answer (4). 

(6)  (a)   City of Gosnells has undertaken monitoring annually since 2003. The Swan River Trust and 
SERCUL program is for only one year and sites will be sampled on three occasions.  

(b)  See table below for data collected by the City of Gosnells, noting the validity of the sampling 
process and therefore the data cannot be guaranteed. The Swan River Trust and SERCUL 
program has just commenced and there is no data to table at this time. 

 

  Total Nitrogen 
(mg/l) 

Total Kjedahl 
Nitrogen 

(mg/l) 

Oxidised 
Nitrogen (mg/l) 

Ammonium 
Nitrogen (mg/l) 

Total 
Phosphorus 

(mg/L) 

Ortho 
Phosphate 

(mg/L) 
16/11/09 
Inlet 1.20 0.94 0.26 0.200 0.23 0.21 

16/11/09 
Outlet 0.91 0.81 0.10 0.070 0.07 <0.005 

29/03/10 
Inlet 2.60 2.50 0.10 0.660 0.10 0.100 

29/03/10 
Outlet 1.50 1.50 <0.005 0.052 0.04 0.040 

22/09/10 
Inlet 1.20 0.84 0.36 0.120 0.08 0.040 
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22/09/10 
Outlet 0.78 0.64 0.14 0.051 0.04 0.020 

09/06/11 
Inlet 0.83 0.53 0.30 0.500 0.14 0.090 

09/06/11 
Outlet 0.44 0.37 0.069 0.096 0.01 0.005 

(c)  Not applicable. 

(7)  Not applicable. 

(8)  Refer to answer (6b). 
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